June 6, 1980) also recommended independence for the Board
as well as additional resources (pp. 7-10 of the GAO
Report). The question of the Board's independence has been
resolved as a result of Director Mclntyre's letter of July
21, 1980 to Max Cleland, Chairman of the ATBCB, which
authorizes the Board to make a direct submission of its
proposed FY ' 82 budget to OMB (Appendix 8).  The Secretary
of Education has concurred with the Council's Recommenda-
tion regarding the independence of the Board.  This issue
is now resolved.

As to staffing, the Administration's budget requests
do not meet the levels anticipated in the Council's recom-
mendation to Mr. Mclntyre although OMB's responsiveness has
been most welcome. However, there is an as yet unexplored
option that might serve to supplement the budget request.
The Rehabilitation Act provides that the Federal agencies
represented on the Board "shall make available to the Board
such technical, administrative, or other assistance as it
may require to carry out its functions...." 29 U.S.C.
792(f). This provision remains dormant. Given the need for
a staffing increment not provided for in the FY '80 and '81
budget requests, it may be appropriate for the Administra-
tion to adopt the Council recommendation on the loan of
Federal agency slots if this is a feasible and legal option,
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